34                                         MEMOIRS   OF
improvised, so that they gave more pleasure and effect than those of academicians, or persons of importance. The fisherman expressed himself thus:
"You have brought us good fortune, Sire, by your presence, as you bring fortune to your generals. You arrive on the Monday; on the Tuesday the town is taken. We come to offer to the greatest of Kings the greatest salmon that can be caught."
The King desired this speech to be instantly transcribed; and after having bountifully rewarded the sailors, His Majesty said to Mademoiselle:
" This man was born to be a wit; if he were younger, I would place him in a college. There is wit at Choisy in every rank of life.11 for four or five days; they had intended to offer it to Mademoiselle; the presence of the King inspired them with another design. They wove with great diligence a large and pretty basket of reeds, garnished it with foliage, young grass and flowers, and came and presented their salmon to the King, all leaping in the basket.
